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reasonable that we consider and talk
about the possibility that those inspec-
tions in agriculture that are just look-
ing for what is allowed into this coun-
try or maybe some insects need to
team up and have a greater ability to
add to the energy of HEW in terms of
the food health inspection.

To assure credibility and integrity, I
would ask that the two statements op-
posing and supporting my amendment
yesterday also be entered into the
RECORD at this point.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, October 3, 2001.

‘‘There’s a lot of medium-sized farmers
that need help, and one of the things that
we’re going to make sure of as we restruc-
ture the farm program next year is that the
money goes to the people it’s meant to
help.’’—President George W. Bush, August,
2001

DEAR COLLEAGUE: Few people are aware
that many of our farm commodity programs,
for all of their good intentions, are set up to
disburse payments with little regard to farm
size or financial need. Often in our rush to
provide support for struggling farmers we
overlook just where that support is going:

This amendment only limits price sup-
ports, not AMTA, conservation, or any other
type of farm payment.

The largest 18 percent of farms receive 74
percent of federal farm program payments.

In 1999, 47 percent of farm payments went
to large commercial farms, which had an av-
erage household income of $135,000.

The bulk of benefits over $150 thousand
paid out on the 2000 harvest went to cotton
and rice farmers—in fact, two large rice co-
operatives in Arkansas collected nearly $150
million between them.

Unlimited government price supports for
program commodities disproportionately
skews federal farm aid to the largest of pro-
ducers while encouraging overproduction and
allowing the largest producers to become
even larger. Let’s do more to be fair to small
and moderate size family farm operations by
establishing meaningful, effective payment
limitations.

CBO Has Scored This Amendment as Saving
$1.31 Billion!

Support the Smith-Armey-Blumenauer-
McInnis-Shays amendment on federal price
support limitations

Sincerely,
NICK SMITH,

Member of Congress.

Representative Smith states that his
amendment will only affect the very largest
of recipients.

Mr. Smith is wrong.
He claims that it would take 1,950 acres of

cotton or 17,000 acres of rice to reach the
payment limit he references. In reality, it
would take 432 acres of cotton or 700 acres of
rice.

What the Smith amendment will do: Com-
promises the integrity of the agricultural
marketing system; punishes medium-size
farmers, the very ones he claims to be help-
ing; adversely affects producers who use
marketing certificates; and drastically re-
duces the effectiveness of the marketing
loan

Oppose the Nick Smith Amendment

I would like to add that less than 1 percent
of imported food is inspected and that there
were over 76 thousand reported food poi-
soning last year.

It is generally agreed that the 21st century
brings with it a new era in the biological

sciences with advances in molecular biology
and biotechnology that promise longer,
healthier lives and the effective control, per-
haps elimination of a host of acute and chron-
ic diseases. The prospects are bright but there
is a dark side—the possibility that infectious
agents might be developed and produced as
offensive weapons; that new or emergent in-
fections, like HIV/AIDS or old diseases or
other pathogens need to be guarded against
at our borders.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BRADY) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BRADY of Texas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Georgia (Ms. MCKINNEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. MCKINNEY addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
LANGEVIN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. LANGEVIN addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Mrs.
CLAYTON) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. CLAYTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from America Samoa (Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA) is recognized for 5
minutes.

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to:
Mr. BURTON of Indiana (at the re-

quest of Mr. ARMEY) for today and the
balance of the week on account of per-
sonal reasons.

Mr. GIBBONS (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today after 4:00 p.m. and
October 5 on account of personal rea-
sons.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED
By unanimous consent, permission to

address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. STENHOLM) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. MCKINNEY, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. LANGEVIN, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. CLAYTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA, for 5 minutes,

today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. COMBEST) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. BRADY of Texas, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. FOLEY, for 5 minutes, October 5.
f

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Jess Trandahl, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on October 3, 2001 he pre-
sented to the President of the United
States, for his approval, the following
bills.

H.R. 1583. To designate the Federal build-
ing and United States courthouse located at
121 West Spring Street in New Albany, Indi-
ana, as the ‘‘Lee H. Hamilton Federal Build-
ing and United States Courthouse’’.

H.R. 1860. To reauthorize the Small Busi-
ness Technology Transfer Program, and for
other purposes.

f

ADJOURNMENT
Mr. COMBEST. Mr. Speaker, I move

that the House do now adjourn.
The motion was agreed to; accord-

ingly (at 11 o’clock and 50 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, October 5, 2001, at 9
a.m.

f

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-13T14:21:38-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




